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Period for Reply c,urr«*^«„„ „ce aoaress ~ 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

■ of ti^^^^ available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

■ If n!?°H f°' ^^^'''^^r ^^'"^ ^^^y^' ^ '^P'y ^'"'"^""^ of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

■ ^ato to rLS^^^ f ^PP'y ""^ ^'P'^^ ^'^ 'MONTHS from the mailing date of this comrhunicatioh. 
Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C § 133) 

Any reply recewed.by the Office later than three months after the mailing d^^^ ^' . . 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). . ■ y leuuue ^ny 

Status 

1)1^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 December 2003 . 
2a)n this action is FINAL. ^ 2b)|3 This action Is non-final. 

3) P Since ttiis application is in condition for allowance except for fomrial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Cialnri(s) is/are pending In the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) . . . is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Glaim(s) 1.8-12 and 17-34 is/are rejected. 

7) 13 Claim(s) 2-7 and 13-16 is/are objected tn 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Ai3plicatibh Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. ^ 
10)d this drawing(s) filed oh : . is/are: a)^ accepted or b)d objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant nnay not request that any objection to the clrawing(s).be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1. 121(d). 
J'^® declaration is obiected_to_by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action oj form PTOJ 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (O- 
a)nAII b)n Some * c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have beien received; 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received In Application No. _. 

3. p Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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2) 0 Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) 0 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date ._. 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
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Claim Objections ' 

1 . In claims 1 3-1 5, delete "(IS THIS CLAIM OK?)". Correction is required. , 

Claim Rejections - 35 use § 102 

2. the following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S:C. 102 that.. 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public ■ 
use or on sale in this country, rriore than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

3. Claims 1 , 8-12 and 21^34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1d2(b) as being 
ahticipatid by Son et aL (USPN 6,049,245). 

Son et al. Fig. 3 shows a circuit comprising a first PMOS Q12, a first NMOS Q3, 
a second NMOS Q15 ^nd a second PMOS Q16 as recited in claim 1 . ' / 
the transistors have gates as recited in clairns 8-1 1 . 

'1'"^'!^^^^'^°^" .'^ _^J'J,?*?L';''J]SLNjy'PS Q14_and_a_ sustaLning PMOS .01 1 as ... 
recited in claini 12. 

Claims 21-34 are anticipated foi- the reasons above. 

Double Patenting 

4. A rejection based on double patenting of the "same invention" type finds its ' 
support in the language of 35 U.S.C. 1 01 which states that "whoever invents or 

'!?°!f''xf ^ I!"" P'^^^^ ■•• "^^y o'^^ain a patent therefor ..." (Emphasis 

added), thus, the term "same invention," in this context, means an invehtibn drawn to 
Identical subject matter. See Milter v. Eagle Mfg Co., 151 U S 186 (1894)- In re 
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Ockert, 245 F.2d 467, 114 USPQ 330 (CCPA 1957); arid In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 
USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970). 

A statutory type (35 U.S.C. 101 ) double patenting rejection can be overcome by 
canceling or amending the conflicting claims so they are no longer coextensive in 
scope. The filing of a terminal disclaimer cannot overcome a double patenting rejection 
based upen 35 U.S.C. 101. . 

5. Claims 17-20 are provisionally rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as claimlhg the 
same invention as that of claims 17-20 of copending Application No. 10/155,490. This 
is a provisional double patenting rejection since the conflicting claims have not in fact 
been patented. 

Conclusion 

6. Claims 2-7 and ,13-16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but may be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim arid any intervening clairhs. 

" 7; Aily'inr^uiry "coricernihg this" communication or earlier cdmtnuhitatiohs frbrn the' ~ 
exarhiher should be directed to Jeffrey S: Zweizig whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-1 758. the examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday 6:00 am 
to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reiach the exartiiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Timothy P. Callahan can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 740. the fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from ttie 
Patent Application Infbl-matidh Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status illformatioh for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
ydu have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Mrs . Zweizig 

Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2816 
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